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The high-tech engine of our eco-
“nomic growth all started with a
couple of guys in a garage. When
Wozniak and Jobs and the guys

- built the first Apple, litle did they

- know they were about to hand our

Garden of Eden aver to the creature

called Microsoft.

Ah, well! Not much we can do
aboul that now, Personal computers
~ have become as much a part of our
lives "as planes, trains  and
automobiles. Yet while almost
everyone who drives at least knows
where the gas tank is, many com-
puter owners have no idea what sits
inside their machines, and what to
do if that interminable wait for
Windows 95 to_boot up does not
end successfully.

The irony of being completely ig-
norant of the workings of a ma-
chine designed 1o reduce ignerance
does offer an irresistible iroay to
some,
Exchange on Route 7, it spells op-
portunity. :

They are offerings locals a guided
tour into the world of personal
computers. For no more than the
price of a regular PC, the Exchange
s offering four-hour seminars on
Salurday mornings where con-
sumers get to build and take home
their own personal computers,

While this course may not make
one an expert oa all aspects of
computers, it will undoubtedly
demystify the contraptions, allow-
ing Everyperson to have at lcast a
crack at fixing it when things go
wrong, or upgrading il to make it
even better,

Start :
"“The gist of what we are trying
to do,"" said manager Thomas

s

Dawson, “'we can't explain every-
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ecome you

but to the people at CT PC.

.Uo:w_mm Eisenstein, left,
your own computer.

thing about a ‘computer in four
hours, but we're hoping people get
an idea of what makes them
work,”’ )

The program begins at 9, am.
with pulting together and testing
the bread board — the mother-
beard, CPU, memory, and-other cs-
sentials of the heart of the system®”
A lecture follows, and after that
comes the fun part.

Each person will build his or her
own compuler, including morilar,
modem, sound card, and alf the fun

Ridgefield Bank wanits ‘min

stuff. This is followed by installing
the drivers, operating system, pro-
grams — the software that tells the
compuler what to da..

"It
nician about an helr to assemble a
computer,”’ Mr. Dawson said. *'So
we're allowing four to five hours
where people actually are learning
something in the process,

“We'll cover the components
cxplain how they interrelate.’

Personal touch )

This is the logical next step in a

and

would take an actual tech-

i=Dranch’

and Thomas Dawson of CT PC Exchange want to help you build

process that has seen computer
sales become moere and more per-
sonalized, as computer makers
move ta building computers to fit
individual needs,

With the PC Exchange, the basic
concept remains,

*'Tt always starts with what do
you want to use it for,”” Mr. Daw-
son said. A staff member will help
consumers figure out how Lo meet
their needs, then select the com-

_penents required. -

See Build on page 12¢
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25 minutes from Ridgefield -

That mail invoice bearing the fa-
miliar *‘walking fingers’’ logo and
the name ‘'Yellow.Pages' could
be a camouflaged invitation to lose
money. -

The Federal Trade Comniission
“(FTC) and the Yellow Pages Pub-
lishers Association (YPPA) caution
f - businesses that * unscrupulous
. promoters are soliciting advertising
in alternative .or nonexistent busi-
ness  directories. Although these
directories appear to be legitimate
Yellow Pages publications, they are
not distributed to the public and, as
a result, offer no benefits - to
businesses that pay to advertise in
them. In the worst cases, these so-
. called directories are not published
atall. -+ o

Before you buy advertising space
d - through a mail solicitation or pay

on Candlewood Lake .

sonstructed (5000+/-} Sq. FL. by

‘ew England Shingle style in exclusive Sall’ . ‘
uoul. Opportunity to customize. Exceptiona views
5, securtty, Prv.Beach, Club House efc, . :
ION. o

steps: ,

+Check out the company and its
publication. Call your local Yel-

~ low Pages publisher to see if it is
affiliated with the-soliciting com-
pany. e

ZRMAN WATER VIEW

. *Ask for a copy of a previous
tasted on 2 landacepod acres end features 8 2-  directory edition. _
int, 4 BR home includes cantral vac, sacurity ays- * Ask the publisher for written in-
¥ing system, 3-cer garage and much mora. Enjoy formation about where the direc-
o and hot tub w/lleidsions masonry watartaly, ¢ tory is distributed, the way it is

yom overlocis this special pool ares. $849,000 distributed (does every local tele-

.38 North to New Fairfield
iles » Right on Wanzer Rill Rd. to

)1-4992 -

tion or circulation figures.
- *Check. with your local and state
‘consumer protection agencies to
determine if any complaints have
been filed about the publisher.

prudent.

Cenrurion

Office

| Yellow Pages invoices
may really be bogus

‘an . “‘invoice,” take the following-

" that

- service, they hope customers get

phone customer receive it?), how -
often it is published, and distribu- -

- This isn’t a guarantee, but it is

Call for a Marketing Consuitation
with one of our

i

+ If you think you've been scammed

by a promoter pitching bogus Yel- - -~
low Pages or business directories,
contact your local- postmaster or
postal inspector. Their numbers are
available in the blue pages of your
telephone  directory. Or, wnte:
Chief Postal Inspector, United
States Postal Service, Washingion,
D.C. 20260-2100 (202-268-4267).

Build one

Continued from page 9C

The consumer then puts it all to-
- gether on Saturday morning, leav-
. ing with a computer he or she built,
“and knows more than a little about.
Yet the knowledges basically free,
since there is no premium  over
what the computer. would cost if
consumer just ordered it
delivered. It also comes with the
. same warranty.

CT PC Exc ¢, which has been
in business for about nine yeers in
Ridgefield, will design, build, see- -
vice, maintain and upgrade any syz- b
tem, if necessary. But with this new

“just a little more. _
*'They will probably end up with
what they want (in terms of a com-.
‘puter),”’ Mr. Dawson said, ‘‘but the
other side is they know what they
are looking at.”’ o
For more information, call CT
Exchange at 431-9662, or visit the
724 Danbury Road office._
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